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The Georgia Library Media Association is a by- product of GAMA (Georgia Association of Media Assistants) from the 1970’s, which was a by-product of what was originally the  Department of School Libraries of Georgia Education Association in the 1930’s. The membership consist of library media specialist, school library paraprofessional, coordinators of school library media services, students preparing to be library media specialists, library media educators, representatives of library media related companies, and retired library media professionals. The purpose of the organization is dedicated to the advancement and empowerment of school library media specialists and to quality education in Georgia's schools.

Services provided by this organization are varied and numerous. GLMA supports your professional developments by keeping you in touch with current trends and issues in the profession. GLMA presents district meetings that provide interesting programs or workshops and promotes camaraderie with your peers. They lobby for legislation that will improve the education of Georgia students as well as improve the position of the library in the school. GLMA also sponsors the Helen Ruffin Bowl, which gives children who love to read a competitive outlet. GLMA serves as a liaison to other national library organizations, helps sponsor GaCOMO, as well as publishes an online newsletter titled The Media News Leader Online. 

The Media News Leader Online offers members a great resource. This newsletter offers information about the leadership camp sponsored every summer by GLMA. The information about upcoming conferences is also included in the newsletter. There are links to grants, awards, legislative issues, and competitions given by or sponsored by GLMA. There are district news pieces about outstanding library news. Best of all, there are articles written by state librarians, in the field, who offer advice, tips, and tricks to help be more successful in the profession.

GLMA is divided into several districts.  The districts include several surrounding counties. There are opportunities to serve as officers, apply for grants, as well as nominate other librarians for awards. Most districts have one representative that serves as coordinator for that district.  Some districts are currently without a leader.  The more involved you are, as a member, the more benefits you can receive from GLMA. The more members there are, the louder our voices are heard in legislative matters!

Those interested in joining GLMA can look on the web. The URL is 

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.glma-inc.org
 and contains the history as well as the current goals of the GLMA. You can also call the association at 404-299-7700. The cost to join is $30.00 per year for employed members and $12.50 for students in the school library field. The membership year runs January 1-December 31.
